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A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act. a.d. 1887. 

"R® ^ ©n&cted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
witl1 tlie advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Short title. 

Act Amendment Act, 1887. 

2. This Act shall commence and have effect from and immediately Commence- 
after the thirty-first day of December one thousand eight hundred ment - 
and eighty-seven . 

j- 0 3. So much of the thirtieth section of an Act passed in the session Amendment 

of Parliament holden in the third and fourth years of the reign of of section 3(> 
Her present Majesty, intituled An Act for tile regulation of Municipal Hay., 
Corporations in Ireland, as required that the house, warehouse, Corporations 
counting house, or shop therein referred to shall he of the yearly value A “' 

15 of not less than ten pounds shall he and the same is hereby repealed 
so far as regards the qualification of burgesses of the several boroughs 
named in Schedule A. to said Act annexed ; and for the purpose of 
such qualification the said section shall be read and construed as 
if it were thereby enacted that every man of full age who on the 
20 last day of August in any year shall be an inhabitant householder, 
and shall for twelve calendar months previous thereto have been 
resident as such within such borough or within seven statute miles 
thereof, and who shall j ointly or severally occupy within such borough 
any house, warehouse, counting house, shop, or other building as 
25 tenant or owner, shall, subject to the provisions in the said section 
contained, save only the provisions as regards the yearly value of 
the qualifying premises, if duly enrolled as by the said Act provided, 
be a burgess of such borough and a member of the body corporate” 
of the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of such borough . provided 
SO that no person shall be entitled to be registered as such burgess as 
aforesaid who is disqualified by any law or statute or by any of the 
provisions of the said Act, other than the said thirtieth section 
[Bill 78.] 
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4. Nothing in the foregoing section shall affect any burgess roll 
made and revised before the commencement of this Act, hut all 
persons making out or revising any list or lists of burgesses, or 
preparing any burgess roll, or doing any act in relation to the same, 
after the commencement of this Act shall have and they are hereby 5 
required to have regard to the provisions of this Act as regards the 
qualification of burgesses as if the qualification hereby prescribed 
had been prescribed in the Act or Acts under which such lists are 
made out. 

5. Prom and after the commencement of this Act, so much of the 10 
fifty-ninth section of the said Municipal Corporations Act as relates 

to the election of aldermen in said boroughs shall be and the same 
is hereby repealed, and the following provisions shall after the 
commencement of this Act have effect in relation to all future 
elections of aldermen in the said borough : 15 

(1.) The aldermen shall be fit persons elected by the council. 

(2.) A person shall not be qualified to be elected or to be an 
alderman unless he is a councillor or qualified to be a councillor. 

(3.) If a councillor is elected to and accepts the office of alderman 
he vacates his office of councillor. 20 

(4.) The term of office of an alderman shall be six years. 

6 . Nothing in the foregoing section shall affect any alderman at 
present in office, or until his office become vacant. 

7. — (1.) The ordinary day of election of aldermen shall be the 
first of December, or if that fall on a Sunday then on the day follow- 25 
ing, and the election shall be held at the monthly meeting of the 
council. 

(2.) The election shall be held immediately after the election of 
the mayor. 

(3.) An outgoing alderman shall not vote, save as herein-after 30 
provided. 

(4.) Every person entitled to vote may vote for any number of 
persons, not exceeding the number of vacancies, by signing and 
personally delivering at the meeting to the chairman a voting paper 
containing the surnames and other names, and places of abode and 35 
descriptions, of the persons for whom he votes ; and the Ballot Act, 
1872, shall not, nor shall any amendment thereof, apply to the election 
of aldermen. 

(5.) The chairman, as soon as all the voting papers have been 
delivered to him, shall openly produce and read them, or cause them 40 
to be read, and then deliver them to the town clerk to be kept for 
twelve months. 
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(6.) In case of equality of votes the chairman, although as an 
outgoing alderman or otherwise not entitled to vote in the first 
instance, shall have a casting vote. 

(7.) The persons, not exceeding the number of vacancies, who 
5 shall have the greatest number of votes shall be declared by the 
chairman to be and thereupon shall be elected. 

Q-) On a casual vacancy the election of an alderman shall be 
held within fourteen days after notice in writing of the vacancy 
has been given to the town clerk by two burgesses. 

10 (2.) The day of election shall be fixed by the mayor. 

(3.) If the mayor is dead, or is absent, or otherwise incapable of 
acting in the execution of his powers and duties as to elections 
under this Act, the council shall forthwith choose an alderman to 
execute those powers and duties in the place of the mayor. 

15 (1.) The notice of the meeting for the election shall he signed by 

the town clerk. 

9. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Ballot Act, 1872, and 
the schedules thereof respectively, or any amendment thereof respec- 
tively heretofore or hereafter to be made, no person shall be entitled 
20 at any election of councillors for the borough of Belfast after the 
commencement of this Act to have his ballot paper marked for him 
by the presiding officer on the ground of such person’s inability to 
read, nor shall any ballot paper at any such election be marked 
otherwise than by the elector actually receiving the same, except in 
25 the case of persons incapacitated by blindness or other physical 
cause from voting in the prescribed manner and persons of the 
Jewish persuasion objecting on religious grounds to vote in the 
prescribed manner, to whom alone the provisions of the twenty-sixth 
rule in the First Schedule to the said Ballot Act shall apply. 
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> Black, North Bridge, Edinburgh; 
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